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(abstract)

Innovative processes that have taken place in the pedagogy of religious education in the II half of the XX century can be described as a change of paradigms. According to an optimistic account of the latest history of Christian world, the new developments in RE can be acknowledged not only as adaptations to the conditions of postmodern but as a progress.  

Two innovations implied in the non-confessional way of teaching and learning religion are of particular progressive kind. The first is the educational grounding of RE, that led to a new level of openness, self-criticism and reflection as well as to the relocation of accent from the issues of proper representation of teaching material to the issues of its relevance to the children receptive abilities. The second is a new impulse for interdisciplinary cooperation that opened new methodological resources for the development.

The direction of the developments in pedagogy of RE is collinear to the general vector of European cultural development that can be resolved into two, both having a cognitive dimension. Within the epistemological frame of reference new movements in RE can be seen as oriented toward formation of humanitarian paradigm of RE.
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